
to the remedies employed, but to the comparatively
mild character of the disease prevailing at that time.Du. Simon Bakucii said that the stability of aremedy must be judged by the length of time iu whichit had been in use. He found that some of the remedies
which hud been most highly commended by the speakersthis evening were mentioned by Hippocrates. These
were the hygienic remedies, dietetics and baths. Iu
fact, they were the only ones thus commended which
were to be fouud in the writings of Hippocrates.

The Meaning and the Method of Life: A Search for
Religion in Biology. By George M. Gould, M.D.New York: G. P. Putnam's So[ill]s. 1893.
" One of the saddest things in man is his willingness

to be ignorant and incurious of the mystery that he is,
and by which ho is surrounded. . . . All things are
divisible into living and lifeless things. To identify
matter and the living intelligence shown iu every ceil
and organism by any system of theology or materialism
is to do violence to logic."
These extracts from the introduction suggest the

Hues of thought into which Dr, Gould leads tho reader.
Dr. Gould is a thorough physiologist, too thorough,
we suspect, to be readily followed by non-medical
philosophers ; and he is certainly too thorough it meta-
physician to be easily followed by most medical men.
In Bpite of this the book is fascinating, and will be es-
pecially so to those whose religious belief, or whose
atheism does not force them to disagree with the rea-
soning from the start. The key-note of the method
and meaning of life lies in a God who is uot omnipo-
tent, whose manifestation appears in life, and whose
implement is the living cell. Belief iu an omnipotent
and absolutely good God leaves, to many minds, much
unexplained in science and in religion. Dr. Gould's
Biologos, or God working through the cell, shows un-
bounded goodness and love and beauty. He encour-
ages every thing good aud combats every thing bad.
Badness, when it occurs, is contrary to bis wish, but
beyond his control. He has no power over matter ex-
cept indirectly through his living structures.It is impossible for us to enter deeper into the book
without being urged on still farther. Wo recommend
it to our readers with the belief that they will find
much in it worthy of thought.
Hand-Book of Public Health and Demography. By
Edward F. Willoughby, M.D. London and New
York: Macmillan & Co. 1893.
Solomon's often-quoted aphorism, " Of making manybooks there is no end," applies with unusual aptness tothe numerous works upon public hygiene which have

been published within the past two years. This re-
cent work by Dr. Willougby, is one of the better
books of its class, and in its main points constitutes a
trustworthy aud valuable handbook. Tho author's
classification is as follows : The health of man, em-
bracing dioletrics, clothing and personal hygiene, hab-its, exercise and rest; the health of the house, includ-
ing air, warmth, light, ventilation and general sanitary
arrangements; the health of the city, including water-
supply, disposal of refuse and excreta, river pollution,and disposal of the dead ; the health of the people, treat-

ing of preventable diseases, school hygiene and health
of the workshops ; demography ; meteorology. An ap-
pendix is added, containing a digest of English health
laws, with the metric system and other useful tables.
The author's classification is worthy of careful study,

and suggests the fact that'the present system in use by
English-speaking physicians generally, has outgrownits usefulness and should be revised to conform to the
progressive teachings of medical science.
The chapter upon demography is especially clear

aud concise, and will be found very helpful.
Treatment of Sterility in the Woman. By Dr. De
Sinety. Translated by E. P. Hurd, M.D. De-
troit: George S. Davis. 1893.
This number of the " Physicians' Leisure Library "

gives to the profession De Sinety's well-known treatise
ou sterility. It is a very satisfactory presentation of
tho subject, and gives all the well-recognized causes of
sterility and their treatment. In spite of the numer-
ous causes which are undoubtedly operative in this
condition, the fact remains that there are many cases
where no cause can be found. There is no question
that in time we shall know more about these obscure
cases, and it was hoped that Dr. Sinety might throw
some light upon them, but he fails to do so.
The book is interesting and instructive reading.

Zur Lehre Vom Luftwechsel. Von Dr. Gustaf
Wolffh\l=u"\gel, Professor and Director des hygienis-
chen Instituts an der Universit\l=a"\t G\l=o"\ttingen. Munich,1893.
Professor Wolfïhiigel very justly dedicates this

monograph of seventy-five pages to Pettenkofer, upon
the occasion of the hitter's recent jubilee, and takes
occasion to say in the opening chapter that Pettenkofer's
work upon ventilation, for many years out of print,
leaves but little to be said upon the subject.
The principal chapters are devoted to the problem

and the object of ventilation, the examination of the
air of inhabited apartments and the calculation of the
air-supply. The book is especially rich in its quotations
from the best modern authorities upon ventilation.

Outlines of Practical Hygiene, adapted to American
Conditions. By C. Gilman Currier, M.D. Pp.
468. New York: E. B. Treat. 1893.
In this excellent treatise the author states that his

" dominating principle has been to maintain a judicial
attitude in every detail, allowing no scope for vagaries.
Accepted truths alone are incorporated in its chapters."
The book is devoted to the principles of public, and of
personal, hygiene, and the author shows himself to be
thoroughly conversant with foreign as well as Ameri-
can literature upon the subject.
The illustrations are mostly new and well selected,

and the book may bo commended as a safo and ready
hand-book for the health-officer, the general practi-
tioner aud for all persons who desire concise and well-
expressed information upon this subject.
A Manual of Diseases of the Ear. By George P.
Field, M.R.C.S. Fourth edition. Philadelphia:
Lea Brothers & Co. 1893.
Mr. Field's fourth aud enlarged edition comprises

three hundred and seventy-one pages ; nineteen colored
plates, chiefly views of the external auditory canal
aud of the membrana tympani and middle ear, as seen
through a speculum ; sixty-seven wood-cuts iu the
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